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A frank admission of his discreditable and undeni-
able errors would have averted even the need for
republishing the above rebuttal; but, that not
being forthcoming, I am constrained to touch upon
only a few protuberances of his " Reply."
x. He appears, in his opening remarks (" You
taunt me out of silence ") to have regarded himself
as harshly driven to making a rejoinder. As a
matter of fact, he had met a first private remon-
strance over his main miscarriages with the doughty
declaration that he would fight on this theme till his
" eyelids would no longer wag."
2. Apparently one of the strongest of his senti-
ments, which have moved him to a weird perora-
tion, is the conviction that a public-spirited man
would not mind being " guyed " to make a Burling-
ton House holiday. And perhaps there is something
to be said for that view, though, when all is said,
blundering ridicule is not quite the finest sport for
ladies, some of whom, after all, might even be
disintegrators.
But, granting that I fell short of pure public
spirit, how, on his own principles, can Professor
Wilson demur when he is " guyed " in return for
Ids preposterous blunders, such as his self-stultifica-
tion (still unconfessed) on the theory of a time-table
in stage action, and his revelation that he did not
know the practice of the very theatre which he was
invoking as light-giver ? Can he not conceive that
there may be fun for other people in noting the
absurdities of an Academy lecturer amiably bent on